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WILL YOU ••• 
THAT THEY MIGHT? 
As we read our daily news-
papers and hear the news ot 
the world from radio, television 
and other means of communi-
cation, we are reminded that 
the w o r l d, an d especially 
America, is quickly deteriorat-
ing spiritually, morally and al-
most every other way. Are we 
forgetting w ha t foundation 
America was built upon? In 
Jeremiah 10: 2 3 the prophet in 
praying to God said, "O Lord, 
l know that the way of man is 
not in himself: it is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps". 
By the material blessings God 
has poured down upon us and 
the prosperity that we enjoy, 
we are blinded to our need for 
God. Men and women are dy-
ing every minute of the day 
ne·ver having heard whether or 
not there be a God. They have 
never heard a gospel sermon 
telling them of Christ who died 
that they might have life. 
Brethren, are we too busy con-
suming the lust of this world's 
goods to help teach someone the 
"way of life"? In J obn 2: 17 
John tells us that " ... the world 
passeth away, and the lust there-
of: but he that doe th the will 
of God abideth forever." 
Will you help us carry the 
gospel to a world of people in 
darkness and by so doing save 
a soul from eternal destruction 
and make this world a better 
place in which to live? 
-A. L. HADDOX 
MOVING? 
We would appreciate your 
notifying us in advtmce if 
possible when you have a 
change of address, please in-
dicate both OLD and NEW 
addresses. Thanks! 
A 
Elwin A . Bedichek 
Elwin A. Bedichek, an elder of 
Highland Church of Christ for the 
past three years ;, is on the Radio 
Committee of the Herald of Truth 
program and is a dedicated worker 
for the cause of Christ on radio and 
television as well as in every way 
that the truth can be published 
throughout the land. A member of the 
Lord's church since 1917, he was 
baptized at the old College Church 
in Abilene by his evangelist father, 
E. A. Bedichek, at age 12. A 1931 
graduate of Abilene Christian Col-
lege, brother Bedichek Is married to 
the former Lorena Burden of 
Rochester, who is also a graduate of 
ACC. They have four children; Tom, 
who preaches part-time while doing 
graduate work at ACC toward a 
master's in Bible; Jerry, a freahman 
student at ACC; Betty Sue, In the 
eleventh grade at ACC High School; 
and Donald, who Is in , the fifth grade 
at ACC Camputi School. Both brother 
and sister Bedichek are Bible school 
teachers at Highland church, where 
they have worshipped for the past 
24 years. 
~rior to becoming an elder, brother 
Sedichek was a deacon at the High-
land congregation for a number of 
years. He has been associated with 
Lydick-Hooks Roofing Company in 
Abilene as office manager for the 
past 21 years. 
Congregations of the Lord's 
church are frequently faced with 
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Great: Challenge 
by Elwin A. Bedichek 
the question: "How may we 
effectively contribute to the suc-
cess of the work on foreign soil 
and encourage those workers on 
the field?" 
We at Highland believe that 
question has been answered, at 
least with regard to the work in 
Europe. 
~ece?tly, ~he Highland congre-
gatton m Abilene was successful in 
acquiring time on Radio Europe 
No. 1, the most powerful long-
wave radio station in Europe, for 
the Herald of Truth program. 
Thi~ station has a potential 
audience of 187 millions, which in-
cludes France, Germany, England, 
Luxembourg, Italy, Switzerland, 
Belgium and Holland, as well as 
parts of Spain, Norway, Sweden 
and Ireland. 
This is a rare opportunity and 
will open doors never before pos-
sih le. 
No single opportunity has ever 
FROM INDIANA: 
Gentlemen: 
provided a greater challenge for 
the Herald of Truth program. 
T~e. cos~ o~ reaching these many 
millions 1s mdeed infinitesimal. 
We, the elders of the Highland 
congregation believe, as do you, 
that such an opportunity is in-
deed a grave responsibility to 
Chri~tians everywhere. The public 
relat10ns effect alone will be of 
untold worth to the cause of 
Christ in Europe-acquainting these 
people with the church of our 
Lord. As responses to the program 
come, and they will surely come, 
contacts can be made and souls 
can be taught :m.d led to Christ. 
Some of the European workers 
from whom we have heard are 
joyfully elated at hearing the good 
news because it makes it possible 
for them to announce the good 
news of the truth of God to so 
many. 
We earnestly solicit your 
prayers. 
First, may I commend you for the "Herald of Truth" series. With 
~he en~rance in ou.r a:ea of this media of gospel preaching, the work 
1s movmg ahead with increased vigor. You are doing a great work, and 
our prayers are with you." -John N. C. 
FROM OREGON: 
Dear Sirs: 
I see and hear your services every Sunday morning at 8: 30 on 
television and I do enjoy them so much. 
Your teaching is so fine and right from the Bible. 
The series of real life stories right now certainly are heart warming 
and wonderful. They help us to know we have a wonderful Savior 
waiting and ready to save the lost, and much, much more. 
Th~nk you most sincerely for those wonderful programs and the 
devotion and love to our Savior which they inspire. 
I :un teaching in child evangelism and I need Jesus every step of the 
way. -Mrs. F. S. 
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HERALD OF TRUTH 
Juvenile · Delinquency - - -
and What To Do About It! 
Radio Sermon No. 610 
In recent years we have heard a 
great deal about juvenile delin-
quency. For a time we thought 
of it as something that was hap-
pening somewhere else-in the large 
metropolit an areas or the under-
privileged areas of our nation. 
Most of us had the idea that it 
could not happen to us. However, 
in recent months most of us have 
realized that juvenile delinquency 
is our problem, too. We have been 
rudely awakened to the fact that 
it affects all strata of American 
life, the rich as well as the poor , 
and that it is a problem of consid-
erable proportion s. 
WHAT IS 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY? 
We have become so familiar with 
the expression juvenile delinquency 
that we often say the words with-
out really thinking of what is in-
volved. I should like to be very 
specific. We need to pause and 
seriously consider exactly what this 
term means. Rather than give a 
broad definition in relatively 
meaningless concepts, I want to 
define it in terms of real acts. I 
have chosen real experiences that 
I know have happened in my own 
communit y during the past year, · 
rather than somethin g that hap-
pened to someone else far away . 
In this framework , I would answer 
the question, "What is juvenile 
delinquency?" 
Juvenile delinquency means a 
girl from a local high school ped-
dling marijuana at a drive-in mov-
ie . . . It means vandalism that 
knocks down a row of mail boxes 
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on a quiet street at night . . . It 
means a car broken into and driv-
en away at high speed, only to be 
abandoned later in another part of 
the city . . . It means public 
schools ransacked and the valuable 
contents turned upside down and 
ruined . . . It means pornographic 
literature ... It means vulgar and 
profane speech . . . It means fast 
irresponsible, dangerous, show-off 
driving on the highway . . . It 
means school books stolen and re-
sold ... It means teen-age drink-
ing ... It means late hours ... It 
means writing bad checks . . . It 
means parking on lonely roads at 
night and promiscuous petting ... 
It means stealing hub caps, es-
pecially spinners ... It means ex-
perimentation with sex th at 
leaves deep scars, feelings of guilt, 
and a burned-out spirit . . . It 
means lying to parents ... It means 
gangs or clubs in which self-con-
trol and good judgment are dis-
solved by the group pressure and 
the group behaves worse than any 
one of its individual members 
would normally behave . . . It 
means laziness instead of work . . . 
It means day-dreaming instead of 
study ing . . . It means rebellion 
instead of obedience . . . It means 
sorrow instead of happiness . . . 
Juvenile delinquency leads down-
ward toward destruction rather 
than upward toward heaven. 
WHAT ARE THE CAUSES? 
Although it is somewhat pre-
sumptuous to set out to name all of 
the contributing factors or causes 
October 6, 1963 
in the development of juvenile 
delinquency, I can at least name 
some that have played a prominent 
part. I would begin with the fact 
that there 'have been great changes 
in our values, in our habits of 
thinking, and in our way of life 
during the past tw~nty-five years. 
For example, twenty-five years ago 
teen-age young people were ac-
companied by chaperones on their 
dates. Occasionally, a parent 
would go along; more often it 
would be a brother or sister. At 
the least, it would be required that 
teen-agers double-date. Today, 
however, even the suggestion of 
a chaperone on a date is consid-
ered so old-fashioned as to be ri-
diculous. This relatively simple 
change has meant a freedom and a 
lack of restraint that many young 
people have not been mature 
enough to use properly. 
In addition, there is a greater 
mobility in our society today than 
twenty-five years ago. Teen-agers, 
by the simple expedient of using 
the family car, can spend an eve-
ning far from parental supervision. 
T hey can be in another town or 
another community and among 
completely strange surroundings 
and unknown people without any 
effort at all. This , too, tends to 
remove restraints and give young 
people unw arranted freedoms and 
encouragement to do anything that 
their whims might suggest. 
The influence of television and 
movies has also been a dominant 
influence during the past quarter-
century. Whereas in the old days 
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a youngster might see a movie 
once or twice a month, he now 
has the opportunity to see the 
morning movie, the after-school 
movie, and the late-evening movie 
every day in his own home. Many 
of these movies present love, mar, 
riage, drinking, and life in general 
in a far from idealistic manner . 
Our young people are exposed to 
adult behavior of a hurtful kind 
much too early for their own 
good. This has meant an under-
mining of moral and ethic al values. 
this influence has probably been 
stronger than any other single one 
in leading to the attitudes and be-
havior of delinquency. 
A recent case is interest ing. A 
local newspaper person, after re-
ceiving advertising concerning a 
certain movie, called a responsible 
man who has been connected with 
community betterment and law 
enforcement, to suggest, "\Ve have 
just received advertising for this 
movie. I would suggest that a few 
additional officers be placed at 
such-and-such drive-in theater , 
because this has proved to be quite 
inflamatory in other cities where 
it has been shown." Many cities 
have no censor board to screen out 
even the worst movies. As a re-
sult, movies are being shown that 
could not be shown in other, more 
responsible cities. 
During this same interval of time 
drinking has become more wid e-
spread, and, because of an exten-
sive and expensive program of ad-
vertising , more respectable. The 
liquor industry has announced that 
it will spend $250,000,000 in ad-
vertising its products this year. 
Much of this advertising comes in-
to our own living rooms through 
television and attractively printed 
magazines. Undoubtfully this has 
had its effect upon young people. 
The use of dope, while not ex-
tensive, is also present. It is pos-
sible to buy "bennies" and "goof 
balls" in many places. Of course, 
other kinds of narcotics are also 
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available here and there, at least 
some of the time. 
Dancing with its intimate bodil} 
contact, has been so widely ac-
cepted that only a few voices are 
raised to question it. Twenty-five 
years ago a number of churches 
opposed dancing, but there are on-
ly a few who stand in opposition 
to it today. 
Sensuous music, heard all day 
long from a chorus of radio sta-
tions, has also had its effect. Mu-
sic touches our emotions and un-
consciously determines attitudes 
and behavior. A constant diet of 
popular music , which is often sug-
gestive and even immoral, has 
played a more significant role in 
the attitudes of young people than 
most of us dare to think. In this 
connection I would like to point 
out that every night club and 
honky-tonk and dive in Americ a 
uses drinking , dancing, and sensu-
ous music as a major or centr al 
part of its program of activitie s. 
Without exception, in the most 
morally degrading places in Amer-
ica, drinking , dancing, and sensu-
ous music are used. Does this not 
say something? Does this not sug-
gest to Christian parents and teen -
agers that such are suspect? 
We in America have also been 
subjected to the most extensive 
bombardme nt of sex advertising in 
the histor y of the world . N o na-
tion on earth has been so over-
sexed as America in our genera-
tion. It seems that no product is 
willing to stand on its own merits , 
but somehow it must bring in sex 
in order to get people to buy it. 
As a result, from the cover s of al-
most every magazine, on many bill-
board s, in television commercials 
and program s, and in countless 
other places semi-nude pictures ex-
oloit the youn g with this sex em-
phasis. 
Parallel to these influences has 
been the fact that less tmd less 
w ork is available for our young 
people . Instead of the old days 
with cows to milk, garden s to keep, 
and countless other regular daily 
chores, twentieth centur y life find s 
many thou sands of yo ung people 
living in cities wh ere there is rela-
tively littl e work to be done. Thi s 
crea~es a gr eat vacuu m of worth -
while activity, a vacuum that has 
been only too eagerly filled by 
negative and hurtful influences. 
In addition, there has been too 
much mon ey lavished upon our 
young people. Their entertain-
ment, their necessities and their 
luxuries have come so easily that 
they have caused a decline in re-
spect for pro perty. To o many 
youn g people have had access to 
cars, sometimes even while in high 
school having cars of their own. 
Our affluent society , while intend-
ing to be a blessing to our young 
people, has actually deprived them 
of the stamina-buildin g experiences 
of hard wor k and sacrifice. 
Durin g this same interv al of 
time there has been a great de-
emphasis upon parental respect. 
America is the only land in the 
world where y oung people are 
placed upon the pedestal rather 
than those of age and experience. 
In every other nation on earth it is 
the older, wiser, and more exper-
ienced people who have the ·pri-
mary place of respect and authori-
ty . Too often, here in America , 
the decisions of families are real-
ly made by the demands and the 
insistence of the children. How 
illogical! Yet, how common. 
This has been a generation in 
which parental discipline has de-
clined greatly. Par ents have been 
too permissive. The old standards 
of behavior and the old restr ictions 
have been relaxed. 
Our generation has had a mater-
ialistic emphasis to a greater de-
gree than previous generations . 
Spiritual values are down ; mater-
ial values are up. Pleasure has been 
exalted as a chief end of life. This 
has led many to think that thin gs 
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are more impor tan t than people 
or pr incipies. 
Finally, among the causes that 
have led to juvenile delinquenc y, 
I would place poor adult exam-
ples. Perh aps this is the most sig-
nific ant cause of all. For exam-
ple, recentl y a boy in a local high 
schoo l came into the office of the 
attendance officer and suggested 
that he call home and ask the moth-
er wh ere her son was . The offi-
cer told me, "I suppose I should 
not have done so, but I decided to 
go along with the boy to see what 
would happen." While the boy 
sat across the office, the attendanc e 
offic er called th e home and asked 
the moth er where her son was. 
Immediatel y she said, "He is up -
stairs in his room, sick." The boy 
left the office saying, "I thought 
she would lie for me." 
I might add that the boy learned 
somethin g about his mother that 
will destro y all future confidence 
in her. When your mother is a 
liar, you do not have much incen-
tive to be honest , truthful, moral , 
or anythin g else. In our genera-
tion adults have made gambling a 
big business. Drinking is engaged 
in by some 65,000,000 Americans. 
Lying, stealing, and immorality are 
common and our young people 
know it . I was startled some time 
ago to learn th at one out of every 
eight babies born in England to-
day is illegitimate. Later, I was 
shocked to learn that one out of 
every eight babies born in a ma-
jor American city is illegitimate. 
Only this last week a leading doc-
tor told a group that one out of 
every eleven babies born in my 
own state is illegitimate. This 
brings it home to me in a most 
9isturbing way. 
WHAT CAN BE DONE? 
The answer to our problem is 
parents. Parents are largely re-
sponsible for the present juvenile 
delinquenc y that is so disturbing. 
Therefore, parents must take the 
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lead in solving the prob lem. W hen 
Go d guided Solomon to wr ite, 
"Train up a child in th e way he 
should go, and even when he is old 
he will not depart from it (Pro-
verb s 22:6) , he had in mind par-
ents and their respomibility . Whe n 
God placed the fourth command-
ment , "H onor thy fath er and thy 
moth er, th at thy days may he long 
in the land which Jeh ovah thy God 
giveth thee" (Exodus 20: 12), in 
Hi s list of ten major command -
ments, H e had in mind th at pare nts 
should teach and require thi s. 
When G od guided Paul to write 
to the Ephe sians, "Childr en obey 
your parents in the L ord : for thi s 
is right. H onor thy father and 
thy mother (w hich is the first 
comm andment with promi se) , that 
it may be w ell with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth," he 
also was thinki ng of parents , for 
the next sentence reads, "And , ye 
father s, provo ke not y our childr en 
to wrath; but nur ture them in th e 
chastening and admoniti on of the 
Lord" (Ephesian s 6: 1-4). 
Every stable, lasting civilization 
has had a system involving respect 
for parents and for parental dis-
cipline. Parents must be worth y . 
Too often, parents in our time 
have been too busy making a liv-
ing, having a good time , and do-
ing other thin gs to rear their own 
childr en adequ ately. Too often 
they have had the wron g stand-
ards of values, placing things above 
principle s and people. Too often, 
they have been weak when it 
came to the leadership and direc-
tion of their children. 
Only recently a listener to 
our television pro gram in Norfolk, 
Virginia, sent me a very excellent 
"Code for Parents" which I would 
like to share with you. It has the 
approval of the Superintendent of 
Schools , the Chairman of the 
School Board , the Mayor, the 
Chief of Police, and the Jud ge of 
the Juvenile Court of Norfolk. It 
reads: 
I. Encourage our yo ung peop le 
to entert ain their fr iends at 
home where there will be 
adequa te supervision , with -
out undue restriction. 
2. Confin e parties only to those 
who have been invited and 
encour age our boys and gir ls 
not to attend th ose to which 
they have not been invited . 
3. Kn ow wh ere our sons and 
daug-hters are going for rec-
reation, wit h whom th ey are 
going, and when they will 
return home. 
4. Proh ibit th e serving of beer 
or other alcoholic beverages 
in our home and discourage 
th em from going to places 
where such beverages are 
served, always mindful of the 
harmful effects of alcohol. 
5. Impress upon the minds of 
our youth th at the driver of 
an automob ile is personally 
responsible for the lives of 
his" passengers, and either di-
rectl y or indirectly for the 
safety of other drivers and 
passengers. 
6. Instill into our young peopl e 
the import ance of respectin g 
the rights and property of 
others of the communit y . 
7. Kno w the type of outside 
entertainment our young 
people prefer and keep our-
selves informed on local 
movies, television programs, 
communit y entertainment , 
beach recreation and the 
type of literature they read . 
8. Attend church as a family 
group . Ur ge our boys and 
girls to participate in the 
youth prog ram o f t h e 
church. 
9. Conduct ourselves at all times 
so th at our young people can 
and will respect our author- . 
ity. 
(Continued on page 11) 
The Supper of the Lord 
Radio Sermon No. 611 
In the early centuries of Chris-
tian history there were a great 
many uninspired writings in addi-
tion to the writings that were in-
spired of God. These writings 
are most interesting although they 
do not have the authority that the 
Scriptures possess. These writings 
have been gathered together and 
are bound in volumes known as · 
the Ante-Nicen e Fathers. They 
come from many pens over a span 
of some three centuries and they 
contain valuable information which 
is quite stimulating to Christian 
faith. I would like to read, at 
this time, a description of the 
early Christians' worship from the 
writings of Justin Martyr, who 
was born approximately 114 A.D. 
The apostle John, the last of the 
apostles, had died only ten or fif-
teen years before the birth of Jus-
tin. )ustin wrote during the mid-
dle or latter half of the second 
century. He was a prominent 
apologist, by which we mean 
that he wrote defenses of Chris-
tianity and sent them to various 
leaders and rulers . 
In his "First Apology," in sec-
tion sixty-seven, he described 
what he designated as the "vVeekly 
Worship of the Christians," from 
which I now read, "And on the 
day called Sunday, all who live in 
cities or in the country gather to-
gether to one place, and the mem-
oirs of the apostles or the writings 
of the prophets are read, as long 
::is .time permits; then, when the 
reader has ceased, the president (by 
which he means the presiding of-
ficer) verbally instructs, and ex-
horts to the imitation of these 
good things. Then we all rise to-
By Batsell BllTTett Baxter 
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gether and pray , and, as we before 
said, when our prayer is ended, 
bread and wine and water are 
brought, and the president in like 
manner offers prayers and thanks-
giving, according to his ability, 
and the people assent, saying Amen; 
and there is a distribution to each, 
and a participation of that over 
which thanks have been given, and 
to tho se who are absent a portion 
is sent by the deacons. And they 
who are well - to - do, and will-
ing, give what each thinks fit; and 
what is collected is deposited with 
the pre sident , who succors the or-
phans and widows, and tho se who, 
throu gh sickness or any other 
cause, are in want, and those who 
are in bonds, and the strangers so-
journing among us, and in a word 
takes cares of all who are in need. 
But Sunday is the day on which 
we all hold our common assembly 
because it is th e first day on which 
God, having wrought a change in 
the darkness and matter, made the 
world; and Jesus Christ our Savior 
on the same day rose from the 
dead. For He was crucifi ed on the 
day before that of Saturn [Satur -
day J; and on the day after that of 
Saturn, which is the day of the 
Sun, having appeared to His apos-
tles and disciples He taught them 
these things, whic h we have sub-
mitted to you also for your con-
sideration" (Ante-Nicene Chris-
tian Library , Vol. II, pp. 65-66). 
AVENUES OF WORSHIP 
In this message I want to em-
phasize the wors hip of our Lord 
through the eating of the Lord's 
Supper, but let me first mention 
the other avenues or aspects of 
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worship . When we confine our-
selves to the teachings of the 
New Testament there are only 
five acts, or avenues, or ways of 
worship: the singing of hymns, 
the offering of prayers, the giving 
of our means, the teaching and 
hearing of the apostles' doctrine , 
and the eating of the Lord's Sup-
per. The lighting of candles, the 
offering of incense, the use of in-
struments of music and other ave-
nues or acts of worship are not 
mentioned in the pages of the 
New Testament. Even in this 
twentieth century w e should, 
therefo re, confine ourselves to 
these authorized avenues of wor-
ship. 
Let me emphasize that the early 
Christians met on the first day of 
the week to engage in their wor-
ship activities. I have already men-
tioned this from Justin Martyr in 
the second century, but let me 
mention it more meaningfully 
from the scriptures. In Acts 20: 7 
the inspired writ er Luke , who 
was travelin g with the apostle 
Paul said, "And upon the first day 
of the week, when we were gath-
ered together to break bread , Paul 
discoursed with them." Notice 
that it was on the first day of the 
week. No one questions that it 
was Sunday, or, as it is referred 
to more often, the Lord's Day . In 
I Corinthians 16: 2, we find fur-
ther evidence: "U pon the first day 
of the week let each one of you 
lay by him in store , as he may 
prosper, that no collections be 
made when I come." A still fur-
ther evidence that they met on the 
first day of the week is found in 
Revelation 1: 10, in the apostle 
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John's statement, "I was in the 
spirit on the Lord's Day ." 
EVERY LORD'S DAY 
Now to these scriptural state-
ments we add the agreement of 
the uninspired writer s of the early 
centurie s, like Justin Martyr, Ter-
tu llian and others. Erskine's Dis-
sertations, for example, says that 
the Lord's Supper was eaten every 
Sunday until the seventh century 
in the Greek Orthodox Church. I 
might add while speaking of the 
weekly observance of the Lord 's 
Supper that John Calvin, as late as 
the 16th centur y, lamented the 
fact that the weekly observance of 
the Lord' s Supper· was going out 
of style. There are a great many 
in our day who eat the Lord's 
Supper only on the first Sunday 
of the month, or quarterly, or 
semi-annually, or annually, where-
by they are robbin g themselves of 
one of the greatest privileges that 
Christians have, that is, assembling 
each Lord's Day, like the early 
Christians, around the Lord's ta-
ble to eat the Lord's Supper. I 
would ask any thoughtful person, 
"Do you not need to grow spir-
itually each week ? Do you not 
need this spiritual sustenance more 
often than annually? or semi-an-
nually? or even ~onthly?" The 
answer, of course, is that we all 
need all of the spiritual food we 
can get. Therefore, let us restore 
everywhere this idea of eating the 
Lord's Supper every Lord 's Day . 
This is primitive New Testament 
practice. It has the authority of 
the apostles behind it; the scrip-
tures are behind it. Let me en-
courage no one to rob himself of 
the great privilege by doing it 
only occasionally . 
KEY PASSAGES 
The Lord's Supper is described 
in the New Te stament in four ma-
jor passages. In Matthew 26: 26-
30, in Mark 14:22-26, and in Luke 
22: 14-20, in the gospel narratives. 
In each of these cases it is the 
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telling of how the Lord 's Supper 
was instituted. Each deserves care-
ful reading, for each adds certain 
details that the others do not con-
tain. The fourth passage in 
which the Lord' s Supper is dis-
cussed in detail and the most mean-
ingful for those of us who are sep-
arated by centur ies from the be-
ginning of the New Te stament 
church is I Corinthians 11 :23-30. 
I want to read this passage with 
you so that its meaning may be 
clear in our minds. 
It begins, "For I received of the 
Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you, that the Lord Jesus in 
the night in which he was be-
trayed ... " (I Corinthians 11: 2 3). 
I interrupt the reading to comment 
briefly that this is a letter written 
by the apostle Paul to the Chris-
tians at Corinth. It was writ ten 
in the middle of the first century , 
twenty years or more after the 
church at Jerusalem had been es-
tablished, twenty years or more 
after Christ had instituted the 
Lord's Supper on the night in 
which He was betrayed. Our 
minds go back to the accounts in 
Matthew , Mark , and Luke of how 
Jesus sent Peter and John to Jeru-
salem to arrange a place where He 
could eat the Passover with His 
disciples. The y found a large up-
per room furnished for the pur-
pose. There would be a table and 
some couches . On this table they 
provided the lamb a year old with-
out blemish, unleavened bread , 
bitter herb s, and the fruit of the 
vine. This is all that would be in-
cluded in the Passover feast. Dur-
ing the meal Jesus took from these 
items on the table before Him the 
two that He wished to perpetuate 
in the Lord's Supper, the unleav-
ened bread and the fruit of the 
vine. 
PERMANENT CHRISTIAN 
WORSHIP 
When Paul says, "I delivered 
unto you," he means that he had 
already taught the Christians at 
Corinth to eat the Lord's Supper 
when he preached to them the 
first time. T hus we know with 
absolute certaint y that the Lor d's 
Supper was not something done 
just one time, but that it is a per -
petua l part of Christian worship, 
because here Paul is teaching it to 
the Corinthians a score of years 
after Christ instituted it. It is 
something to be handed down 
from generation to generation as 
an act of Christian worship. 
Paul continues , "In the night in 
which he was betr ayed he took 
bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it, and said, Th is 
is my body, wh ich is for you: 
this do in remembrance of me. In 
like manner also the cup, after 
supper, saying, This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood : this 
do as often as ye d~ink it, in re-
membrance of me." Again; I 
would interrupt our reading to 
comment on the two elements. of 
the Lord's Supper -the unleavened 
bread, or bread without yeast, 
which stands in the place of 
Christ's body; and the fruit of the 
vine, or the juice of the grape, 
which stands in place of Christ's 
blood. The question of whether 
"the fruit of the vine" was fer-
mented or not has often risen. In 
all prob ability in ancient Palestine 
it was fresh grape juice during 
part of the year, and then , by nat-
ural ferment ation, it wou ld be 
parti ally ferment ed at other times 
in the year more remote from the 
grape harvest. Perhaps you noticed 
in the opening reading from Jus-
tin Martyr that it was "bread and 
wine crnd water ." It was the prac-
tice, Justin tells us, to mix water 
with the wine lest there be some 
danger of intoxication , especially 
to the young. 
BEAUTIFULLY SYMBOL .IC 
What a magnificent choice .these 
two elements were . The y are 
beautifull y symbolic, available ev-: 
erywher e, inexpensive, and mean-
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ingful. Christ was trying to con-
vey the intimacy of what happens 
when we take food into our bodies. 
The food actually becomes a part 
of our bodies. In effect He is 
saying, "I want you to take some-
thing that stands in place of my 
flesh and my blood into yourselves 
so completely that it becomes part 
of you." How could He say it 
more meaningfully than in giving 
us this supper in which we, in a 
sense, eat His flesh and drink His 
blood? 
Let me turn back for a momen~ 
to read a few sentences from the 
sixth chapter of the gospel accord-
ing to John: "Jesus therefore said 
unto them, Verily, verily I say un-
to you, Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man and drink his blood, 
ye have not life in yourselves. He 
that eateth my flesh and drink eth 
my blood hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up in the last day. 
For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed" (John 
6:53-55). In this beautiful sym-
bolic meal, then , we eat and drink 
Christ, taking Him into ourselves 
spiritually. 
When Christ instituted the 
Lord's Supper, He ' said, "This is 
my body," and handed them the 
bread. Of course, it was not lit-
erally His body. His body was 
still intact in their presence. When 
He said, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood," His blood 
still flowed through His veins. He 
was simply using a wonderful fig-
ure of speech, as He did on an-
other occasion, in John 10, when 
He said, "I am the door," though 
He did not physically become a 
door. On still another occasion, 
in John 15, He said, "I am the 
vine," but He did not literally be-
come a vine. 
WHAT PURPOSE? 
Why do we eat the Lord's Sup-
per? Continuing our reading in 
I Corinthians 11, we find Paul giv-
ing the reasons , and what wonder-
10 
fol reasons they are. "He brake it, 
and said, This is my body, which 
is for you, this do in remembrance 
of me." Once every seven days 
the Christian sits in quiet medita-
tion, remembering Christ, His life, 
and especially His death on the 
cross, as he eats the Lord's Supper. 
Notice the sentence that follows, 
"In like manner also the cup, af-
ter supper, saying, This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood: this 
do, as often as ye drink it, in re-
membrance of me." We continue 
to read, "For as often as ye eat th is 
6read, and drink the cup ye pro-
claim the Lord's death till he 
come" (I Corinthians 11:24-26). 
The passage does not look back 
only; it look s forward to the com-
ing of Chri st . It is a meal of re-
joicing and anticipation; it is a 
declaration of faith that Christ is 
coming again; it is a teaching de-
vice for our children and those 
who might visit among us. We 
believe the Christ will come again 
and we say so every time we eat 
the Lord's Supper. 
WHAT MANNER? 
Finally Paul turns to the man-
ner in which Christi ans eat the 
Lord's Supper. "Wherefore who-
soever shall eat the bread or drink 
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
( or thoughtle ss) manner, shall 
be guilty of the body and the 
blood of the Lord" (I Corinthians 
11:27). We must eat the Lord's 
Supper with sinceritv. There must 
be no whispering, ~othing except 
a reverence for the body and the 
blood of Christ. 
"But let a man prove himself , and 
so let him eat of the bre ad and 
drink of the cup. For he that 
eateth and drinketh, eateth and 
drinketh jud gment unto himself, 
if he discern not the body. For 
this cause many among you are 
weak and sickly, and not a few 
asleep" (I Corinthians 11:28-30). 
What a wonderful thing it is to 
eat the Lord 's Supper, but what a 
great responsibility to eat it worth-
ily, thoughtfully, meaningfully. 
As we look back over nineteen 
centuries of time , we see the Chris-
tians of the first century gather-
ing on the Lord's Day to sing 
praises, to off er prayers, to study 
God's word, to give of their 
means and to eat the Lord' s Sup-
per. Through these five avenues 
of worship th ey off er their prai se 
and devotion to God. Such wor-
ship is a wonder ful privilege. It 
is a privil ege of Christians. 
There are also many other priv-
ileges which are possessed by those 
who are children of God. For 
example, w e have God's promise 
that He will be with us in this 
life, working out the various prob-
lems and crises of our lives, for 
our ultimate goo d. In Romans 8: 28 
the apostle Paul said, "And w e 
know to them that love God all 
things work together for good, 
even to them that are called ac-
cording to his purpose ." Later in 
that same chapter he added, "Who 
shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or an-
guish, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedne ss, or peril , or sword? 
... Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. For I am per-
suaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us fom the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord" (Romans 8: 35, 37-39). 
Some years earlier Chri st had given 
similar assurance when He said, 
"Be not anxious for yo ur life, what 
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not the life more 
than the food, and the body than 
the raiment? ... But seek ye first 
his kingdom, and his r ighteo usness; 
and all the se thin gs shall be added 
unto you" (Mat thew 6:25, 33). 
HERALD OF TRUTII 
One of the greatest privileges that 
we Chri stians possess is the as-
surance that God cares for us and 
will see us through every emer-
gency and every difficult situa-
tion of life. 
In addition to this great pro-
mise, Christian s also have the pro-
mise of life eternal in the world to 
come . As Jesus put it, "Let not 
your heart be troubled: believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions; 
if it were not so, I would have told 
you; for I go to prepare a place 
for you . And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I come again, and 
will receiv e you unto myself; th at 
where I am there ye may be also" 
(John 14: 1-3). 
With these great undergirding 
promises, the lives of Christians 
are radiantly happy. But notice 
that the se promises are only for 
those who are Christians. The 
man who has not yet come to 
Christ still is in his sins and has no 
promise either of God's special 
care in this life nor of a home in 
heaven in the life to come. It is 
imperative, therefore, that each of 
us come to Christ, so th at we may 
be cleansed of our sins. It was 
the apostle John who wrote, "If 
we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with 
anot her, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin" 
(I John 1:7). 
This simply means that each one 
of us, if we are to enjoy the bless-
ings and privileges menti oned in 
God's book, must believe in Chri st 
as the divine Son of God, must 
confess His name before men, 
must turn away from the world 
wi tg its sin, and must be baptized 
for the forgiveness of our sins. 
In the book of Acts of the New 
Testament, there are eight major 
examples of conversion to guide us 
in what we should do. In every 
case conversi on began with the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ. 
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Then, when the gospel had been 
heard, men believed it, repented of 
their sins, made known their faith 
in Christ, and were baptized for 
forgiveness of the ir sins. It is on 
this ancient, scriptural ground that 
we stand. May each of us com-
ply with these simple conditions 
of pardon , so that we may recei ve 
God's free gift of salvation. 
Juvenile ••• 
(Continued from page 5) 
10. Establish a regular practice 
of family worship, remem-
bering that "The family that 
pra ys together stays t~geth-
er ." 
In the second place, the answer 
to our problem is Christian teach-
ing, in time. In one of our states 
there is currently a vigorous de-
bate over what should be done 
about illegitimacy. Some have 
suggested birth control as the 
answ er. Other s find this relig ious-
ly unacceptable. In the midst of 
this heated discussion one man 
said, "What we need is to know 
the difference between right and 
wrong." How right he was! The 
answer is not the avoidance of 
bearing babies, but the teaching of 
morality. 
The answer to self-indu lgence 
and license is self-control. T he on-
ly answer to sin is a heart con-
trolle d by God's will. Thi s comes 
through the study of the scrip-
FROM ILLINOIS: 
Dear Brethren: 
As we close this study, oh how 
we would like to share with you 
who are not yet Christi ans the 
privileges that are in Christ, in-
cluding the great privilege of eat-
ing the Lord's Supper. We would 
urge upon you compliance with 
the Lord 's commands, so that you 
may enjoy the blessings that He 
has in store for you . 
tures and the accepta nce of God's 
will for man. As Isaiah said it, 
"For it is precept upon precept , 
pre cept upon precept; line upon 
line ; line upon line ; here a litt le 
there a little" (Isaiah 28:10). If 
our civilization is to survive, it is 
the chu rch, the Bible, and the 
Lord to which we must turn . 
The greatest need of our day is 
for more people to be real , dedi-
cated Christians . Parents must lead 
the way. Young people will fol-
low . Believe in Christ with all 
your heart. Rep ent or turn away 
from sin. Con fess yo ur faith in 
Chris t before men, and then be 
baptized int o Christ . Only the 
Christian parent has the means of 
training his children in the way 
they should go. 
With new com mitme nt to Christ 
and with new dedication to the 
task, we need to begin again to 
train up our children "in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord." 
Finally , I w ould say when it comes 
to juvenile delinquency, we need 
to work as if the house were on 
fire, for in a very real sense it is! 
I am sending my offering to be used where needed most for the 
wor k of the HERALD OF TRUTH. If All the brotherhood could only 
be one in this great work the radio and TV programs are doing, what 
a wonderful work we could do. I pray many more will realize the 
value of this great work and send in their contr ibutions. God bless you 
all. -GH 
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The Slighted Invitation 
Radio Sermon No. 612 
When Jesus was on the earth 
He tau ght a great many thing s in 
parable s. These parables are sto-
ries that seem never to lose th eir 
power. They have come down 
through the centuries unimpaired 
for in each one of these stories, 
not only was ther e meaning for 
the age in which Jesus lived, but 
also for all the ages that were yet 
to come. I have chosen one of 
these to read to you at this time. 
Listen as I read Luke 14: 16-24, the 
parable of the slighted invitation. 
"A certain man made a great 
supper; and he bade many: and he 
sent forth his servant at supper 
time to say to them that were bid-
den, Come; for all thin gs are now 
ready. And they all with one con-
sent began to make excuse. The 
first said unto him, I have bought 
a field, and I must needs go out 
and see it; I pray thee have me 
excused. And another said, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I 
go to prove them; I pray thee have 
me excused. And another said, I 
have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come. And the servant 
came, and told his lord these 
things. Then the master of the 
house being angry said to his ser-
vant, go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in hither the poor and 
maimed and blind and lame. An<l 
the servant said, Lord, what thou 
didst command is done, and yet 
there is room. And the lord said 
unto the servant, Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and con-
strain them to come in, that my 
house may be filled. For I say 
unto you , that none of those men 
that were bidden shall taste of my 
supper." This is a story simple 
ll 
By Batsell Barrett Baxter 
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enough that any child who is old 
enough to go to school can un-
derstand it, yet it is profound 
enough that it has a meaningful 
application to many millions of 
lives in our land today. 
KEY SENTENCES 
In looking back through the 
story there are cert ain phr ases th at 
stand out. For instance, in the 
seventeenth verse there is the ex-
pression, "Come, for all things are 
now readv." Here is a clear-cut 
implicatio~ of a practice that 
would be considered unusual in 
our time. In Bible times they had 
two invit ations for a banquet or 
supper. The first was sent out 
some days before the event, an-
nouncin g that on a certain day at 
a cert ain time there would be a 
feast. Then , because they did not 
have clocks, there came a second 
invitation when everything was 
prepared. The servant would go 
out through the streets and call 
the people who had been invited 
earlier and would sav, "Come, for 
all th ings are now ready." 
It is interesting, by way of com-
parison, to remember that John the 
Baptist, as forerunner of Jesus, 
came and declared to all men that 
the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand. His was a preliminary an-
nouncement to the world that 
something great was about to take 
place. A little later Jesus came, 
died on the cross, and the church 
began. The kingdom was here. 
In the eighteenth verse of our 
text we find a disappointing turn 
in the story , "They all with one 
consent began to make excuse." 
The word excuse is a familiar word, 
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but perhaps many of us do not 
know its origin. It comes from a 
Latin phra se ex causa which liter-
ally means "free from the charge," 
the idea being that a person is 
charged or blamed for something 
that is wron g and he makes ex-
cuse. H e tri ed to free himself 
from the charge through pro vid-
ing ficticiou s evidence . 
PUTTING FIRST THINGS SECOND 
In our story the men who wer e 
invited made three excuses. The 
first one said, "I have bought a 
field." That was certainly a legi-
timate thin g. Property is neces-
sary. Property is approved of 
God. The second man said, "I 
have bought five yoke of oxen and 
I go to prove them ." Again, it is 
a legitimate thing to have oxen. 
These are means of production and 
it is proper and right for a man to 
be concerned about the means of 
making a living. The third man 
said, "I have married a wife and 
therefore I cannot come." Again, 
marriage is cert ainly a legitimate 
thin g. It was ordained of God. 
The law of Moses, back in Deute-
ronomy 24: 5, says a rather sur-
prising thing to our modern ears. 
It allows a young married man a 
year of exemption from military 
service. If he is newly married 
he need not go to the army. 
All of these are legitimate. Well, 
what is wrong then? The fact is 
that there was nothing wrong in 
any one of these activities- going 
out to examine prop erty , going out 
to see that the means of produc-
tion were sound, or going out to 
establish a home. The thing that 
is wrong is that even though they , 
in and of themselves are right, they 
HERALD OF TRUTH 
are allowed to crowd out some-
thing else th at is also more im-
port ant . In thi s instance they 
crowd out the Lord 's invitation t·o 
a feast. Physical things are about 
to crowd out a spiritu al feast. 
That is deep tragedy. 
After these men had made their 
excuses, the master of th e house 
became angry, closed his door 
against those wh o were not 
grate ful enough to accept his in-
vitation, and sent his servant out 
into the highways and byways to 
invite wh oever would come. Af-
ter a while the house was filled 
with guests, but those who had 
been invited originally were shut 
out. At first this story had its ap-
plication to Christ's own people. 
They were God's own race 
of people, chosen to be recipients 
of the greatest blessing that any 
race ever had. The Messiah would 
come throu gh them. Yet in spite 
of the fact th at God had singled 
them out for honor and blessing, 
they rejected Christ . They de-
clined the invit ation. When they 
turned deaf ears our Lord then 
turn ed to other people. That is the 
original meaning of this message. 
WHY DID THEY REJECT JESUS? 
Rut this passage has other im-
plications. I have wond ered some-
times, as I have tried to think of 
their rejection of Christ , why 
they did it? For one reason I 
believe they were so blinded by 
their preconceived ideas that they 
could not see that He was the Mes-
siah. They misunderstood the fact 
that He was really the Son of God 
and the Savior of the world. 
Along with the fact they misun-
derstood the importance of ac-
ceptin g wh at He taught . They 
did not stop to realize th at heaven 
and hell hung in the balances and 
that in rejecting Jesus of Nazareth 
they were actually choosing eter-
nal cond emnation for themselves. 
The re is a third thing that may 
be the real causative factor. Th ey 
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were so interested in their own af-
fairs-so preoccupied with their 
own immediate wants that they 
did not seem to be very interested 
in the long-range eternal things 
that Jesus was offering . There is 
a sentence in Paul's letter to the 
Philippians which seems to de-
scribe them and many of our day 
as well. In Philippians 2: 21, the 
apostle Paul writes, "They all seek 
their own and not the things of 
Jesus Chr ist." That seems to de-
scribe so many people of the 
world. Our own immediate, hu-
man, earthly wants crowd out the 
more meaningful, eternal , spiritual 
needs of our lives. 
OUR EXCUSE S 
A few moments ago we said that 
these men in our story made ex-
cuses. Do we also in our day 
make excuses? Have you ever 
heard, for instance, a man say, 
"Well, I got too much religion 
when I was a boy"? What he 
really ought to say is, "Some as-
pects of my early training were 
unfortunate and religion was not 
presented to me in its ideal or trne 
form and I became prejudiced 
against it. But I am going to come 
back now and let the Lord's teach-
ing come into my lifo." 
An example of something s1m1-
lar to this is the case of Bruce Bar-
ton who was at one time a con-
gressman from New York · arid 
through most of his life an adver-
tising executive in a major New 
York advertising firm. As he tells 
the story, when he was a little boy 
he was made to go to Sunday 
school, made to be religious, so to 
speak. When he got big enough 
he decided that he would quit it 
all. He spoke of Sunday school 
as his weekly hour of rebellion. 
For a number of year s he did not 
darken a church door . Later , as 
a mature man, he went back and 
studied the whole matter of reli-
gion and wrot e the very meaning-
ful book, T he Man Nobody 
Knows, in tribute to Jesus Christ. 
I am sure that many a man has 
grown up with few happy mem-
ories of church -going and of re-
ligion in general, but he must not 
let this situation blind him to the 
salvation that Christ offers through 
His chur ch. 
Sometimes we hear a person say, 
"I am too tired when Sunday 
comes." I am sure that many ~f 
us are tired at the end of the week, 
or at the beginning of the week, 
or in the middle of the week. 
However, it is a tragedy to shut 
out the greate st blessing there is 
in life because we are physically 
tired. Some other things can be 
left off , but the religion of Christ 
cannot be left off. The man who 
says, "I work hard all week and 
I am too tired to go to church on 
Sunday" is simply crowding out 
the thing he needs most. It would 
be like a man getting up in the 
morning and saying, "I am too 
tired to go to the table to eat; 
I am going to miss all my meals 
today; I am just too tired to eat." 
It is even more tragic, because 
spiritual food he must have. 
Sometimes we hear the old, old, 
old excuse, "There are too many 
hypocrites in the church." Where 
would you rather have the hypo-
crites than in the church? Mavbe, 
if they come often enough · and 
hear enough, they will change and 
not be hypocrites. Or, where in 
this world can you go where 
there are no hypocrites? Certainly 
not into business or the profes-
sions, because thev are there. 
Name a field and hypocrites are 
there. While I am sure that many 
have stumbled because of the ex-
amples of some who were not 
really , deeply Christians, it is just 
an excuse. Seeing the thinness of 
the excuses that these men made 
in the long ago might just pos-
sibly help us see that we also ra-
tionalize and make excuses, trying 
to free ourselves from blame. 
The se men shut themselves off 
from salvation and so does modem 
man when he makes excuses. 
BUT-NOT EVERYONE 
REJECTED JESUS 
But I would say something else. 
While there were many who re-
jected the invitation of Christ 
there were also many who ac-
cepted it. It is this that I would 
emphasize even more than the re-
jection of Jesus. Do you get a 
thrill when you read the second 
chapter of Acts about the begin-
ning of the church? Peter stood 
up and preached a sermon about 
Christ, and after a while people 
began to be deeply concerned 
about their souls. Before the day 
was over 3,000 people had re-
sponded to Peter's instructions, 
"repent ye, and be baptized, every 
one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your 
sins" ( Acts 2: 3 8). Three thousand 
people accepted the invitation; 
they did not reject it. That is just 
the beginning. A few weeks later, 
the gospel was preached in Sa-
maria. Simon the sorcerer and 
others turned the direction of 
their lives and became Christians. 
Think of that chariot ride from 
Jerusalem to Gaza when a man 
from Ethiopia heard the gospel. 
He did not reject the invitation. 
That very day he asked, "Behold, 
here is water; what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?" (Acts 8:36). 
They stopped the chariot and he 
was baptized. Do you feel a deep 
rejoicing when you read of Saul 
of Tarsus on the road to Damascus 
changing the whole direction of 
his life? He had been outstanding 
as a persecutor of Christians and 
then suddenly he accepted the 
Lord's invitation. A few days 
later, after he · was more fully in-
structed, in the city of Damascus, 
he, too, was baptized. These are 
people who accepted the invita-
tion and this is just the beginning. 
On and on it goes. 
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In Philippi a little later we find 
a businesswoman by the name of 
Lydia accepting the invitation. 
She and those who worked with 
her were baptized. Then a Roman 
jailor accepted the invitation. It 
was between midnight and dawn, 
under rather unusual circum -
stances, but here was a man who 
reversed everything that he pre-
viously had been taught in order 
to accept Christ. Think also of the 
Roman centurion at Caesarea, 
Cornelius, and how that every-
thing in his educational back-
ground was given up in order that 
he might worship Jehovah and be 
a Christian. While we do lament 
that some tragically did turn 
from Christ and did not accept 
His invitation, I want to empha-
size that Christ reached into all 
kinds of homes and hearts and 
that thousands of people have ac-
cepted His invitation. 
I have only begun to trace the 
ones listed in the Bible. When 
Paul moved on from Philippi there 
were those at Thessalonica who 
accepted him. There were those 
at Berea. Some of their names are 
given. When he got to Athens he 
stood on Mar's Hill in the Areop-
agus and when he had finished 
preaching, Dionysius, the Areop-
agite, a member of the senate of 
ancient Athens, and a woman 
named Damaris believed. Later, he 
moved on to Corinth and some 
there believed and a church was 
started from among people who 
before had been pagans. The 
power of the invitation of Christ 
FROM ALABAMA: 
Dear Sir: 
is a very great power and the 
Lord has not gone unnoticed. 
Only some of the people have re-
jected Him. 
I get a particular thrill when I 
read the final portion of the book 
of Philippians. There we find 
Paul, while a prisoner in Rome, 
sending greetings from those "that 
are of Caesar's household." The 
gospel had been preached even in 
Rome, the invitation had been 
heard and there were Christians in 
Caesar's household. 
THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
In this little while we have 
talked about people who have 
made the greatest mistake that man 
can make. They turned away 
from the salvation provided by 
the Lord. In this little while we 
have also . talked about those who 
have accept ed Christ. I want to 
plead with you, do not make the 
tragic mistake of rejecting the in-
vitation of your Lord. Do not put 
it off to so~e later time. There is 
nothing in life that is as impor-
tant as this. You need to do it 
now whi le you are sure that you 
have opportunity. Believe in Christ 
as God's Son, repent of your past 
sins, confess the name of Jesus be-
fore men and then be buried with 
your lord in baptism, the glorious 
act which symbolizes the Lord's 
death, burial and resurrection . Rise 
from that grave of water to walk 
in newness of life. The invitation 
of the Lord has often been re-
jected - but not by those who 
will spend eternit y in heaven. 
I am a member of the Lord's church and must say it is a wonderful 
work that is being done over the HERALD OF TRUTH. I enjoy the 
programs very much and believe it is a fine way to preach the Gospel 
to the lost and dying world . I just hope and pray that people will turn 
to the truth and obey the Gospel before it is everlastingly too late. 
-Mr. BHL 
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When Duties Becollle Desires 
Radio Sermon No. 613 
The eighth chapter of the book 
of Hebrews quotes a passage from 
the thirty-first chapter of the Old 
Testament book of Jeremiah, as 
follows: "Behold, the days come 
saith the Lord, that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of 
Judah; Not according to the 
covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to lead them forth 
out of the land of Egypt; for they 
continued not in my covenant, 
And I regarded them not saith the 
Lord. For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of 
Israel, After those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their 
minds, And on their heart also will 
I write them: And I will be to 
them a God, And they shall be 
to me a people" (Hebrews 8: 8-
10). 
WR ITTEN ON YOUR HEART 
Part of this passage will serve as 
our text: "I will put my laws into 
their mind, And on their heart also 
will I write r them ." Another trans-
lation of the passage uses the ex-
pression, "My laws written on 
your heart." Then God speaks 
about writing His laws in our 
hearts in the New Covenant, 
He is not, I think, speaking about 
memorizing scriptures, though, of 
course, that is an excellent prac-
tice. Rather, He is thinking about 
the spirit of His laws taking hold 
of our hearts. In the Old Testa-
ment period the people often 
kept God's law without really tak-
ing it into their hearts. Isaiah 
made a statement which Jesus 
quoted centuries later. "This peo-
ple honoreth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me" 
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(Matthew 15:8). Another passage, 
in which Jesus used as strong a 
condemnation as we know any-
where in the scriptures , is along 
that same line: "Woe unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye tithe mint and anise and 
cummin, and have left undone the 
weightier matters of the law, jus-
tice and mercy and faith: but 
these ye ought to have done, and 
not have left the others undone. 
Ye blind guides, that strain out the 
gnat, and swallow the camel!" 
(Matthew 23:23-24). They were 
giving a tenth of their minute 
garden vegetables, yet their hearts 
were so estranged from God that 
they forgot about justice and 
mercy and faith. In the Old Testa-
ment there was quite often a legal-
istic kind of obedience, so when 
Christ came ushering in the new 
law God planned that it should be a 
law written in the heart. He de-
sired that it be a law in which 
the spirit takes hold of men's 
hearts. 
You might for a moment com-
pare it to a man driving his car 
past a school. As he approaches 
the school zone he remembers the 
reduced speed limit when he sees 
an officer directing traffic. Out of 
respect for the officer and his 
punitive power he slows to the 
legitimate speed. He does so be-
cause he does not want to pay a 
fine. Later, this same man almost 
runs over a child. By a hair's 
breadth he is able to stop and save 
the child's life. Now, when he 
passes a school an officer is no 
longer needed. He feels inside 
himself the reason for driving 
slowly. That is the law written on 
the heart. When God's law be-
comes a part of us our obedience 
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really counts. The gist of what I 
want to say is the conforming of 
our wills to the will of God. It 
must not be obedience in rebel-
lion, but obedience because we 
have actually come to see things 
God's way and because the spirit 
has been changed so that we want 
to do what God wants us to do. 
THE WAY TO BE HAPPY 
Someone recently said, "The 
way to be happy is to keep our 
wants few and simple." This is a 
worthy bit of advice, for one of 
the reasons why our modern age 
is not happier is that we have so 
many wants. As our standard of 
living has risen we have learned 
to want hundreds of things we did 
not know to want a few years 
ago. As our wants have become 
numerous our disappointments 
have become numerous, too. There 
is a great deal to be said for keep-
ing wants few and simple. 
I believe, however, that there is 
something more important still to 
be said about our wants. On a 
much deeper basis, the way to be 
happy is to keep our wants · and 
desires within the bounds of our 
God -given duties. Have you ever 
thought of making a list of your 
duties, the things you must do in 
order to please God? Have you 
ever made a parallel list of the 
things that you desire to do? Hap-
piness comes when you can bring 
that list of desires to coincide with 
the list of duties. The man who 
"has to go to church" never en-
joys it. But the man who desires 
to go to church services, enjoys it, 
gets something out of it and is 
pleasing to God. When we do 
something as if it were a burden 
or a task it is not a happy situa-
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ti.on. If we can come to desire to 
do it, then all of the drudgery and 
all of the dislike is drained away 
When we can bring our desireS 
into line with our duties, we can 
be happy and serve God in a way 
that is pleasing to Him and bene-
ficial to ourselves. 
AFTER YEARS OF TRAINING 
A famous philosopher, in his 
later years, made the statement, "I 
can do everything I want to do." 
His statement is full of meaning-
for it means that through a great 
many years he had so guided his 
thinking that eventually every-
thing he wanted to do was . all 
right. Is it not a wonderful thm g 
when a man can truthfully say, 
"I can do everything I want to 
do"? To so tune our wills that 
eventually everything we desire is 
what God desires is a worthy 
Christian goal. 
Sometimes we classify things as 
work or play, but work and play 
can be the same. If we can put 
our hearts into work, it becomes 
play. I have seen men earning 
their livings in a kind of activity 
that was so pleasing to them that 
it was not really work. It was as 
enjoyable as playing. For ex-
ample, I remember a number of 
years ago taking a group of stu-
dents over to the University of 
California at Los Angeles to hear 
several men speak. Among theflf 
was a grey-haired man dressed in 
rather striking fashion. When he 
was introduced, Dr. Harrison Cari 
said something like this, "Young 
people, I am doing just what I 
want to do. If they didn't pay 
me a dime I'd still want to train 
young people to speak." And .there 
was something about th@ way he 
said it that made us believe it. He 
was engaged in a work that he 
liked to do, and it was no longer 
work for him. It was closer to 
play. 
On a very deep level we are 
saying, "If you want to enjoy 
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life, then put your heart into your 
work." Is not that a happy expres-
sion? We use it often. "Put your 
heart into your work." If you 
want to be a Christian, if you 
want to really please God and 
serve Him in ways that are ac-
ceptable to Him then put your 
heart into it. 
GOD'S WILL, CHRIST'S DESIRE 
We have examples from one 
end of the Bible to the other of 
people who, to a greater or lesse1 
degree, put their hearts into their 
work. The example that stands out 
more than any of the others is 
the example of the Lord Himself. 
Everything Christ did was done 
because He believed it to be God's 
will. Particularly in John's ac-
count of the life of Jesus do you 
find this standing out. Over and 
over again Jesus said that He was 
not here to accomplish His own 
will, "but the will of him that 
sent me." The expression "him 
that sent me" occurs again and 
again. Here are two typical verses, 
''Jesus therefore said, When ye 
have lifted up the Son of man, 
then shall ye know that I am he, 
and that I do nothing of myself, 
but as the Father taught me, I 
speak these things. And he that 
sent me is with me; he hath not 
left me alone; for I do always the 
things that are pleasing to him" 
(John 8:28-29). When Jesus came 
He came to do the will of God 
and He did it perfectly. That is 
the reason that in another chapter 
He could say, "He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father" (John 
14:9). There is our perfect ex-
ample, but there are others. 
CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST 
One of our favorite examples is 
that of the apostle Paul. Turn to 
one of his earlier letters, the letter 
to the Galati ans. We find there a 
statement that indicates the degree 
to which he had conformed his 
will to the Lord's will: "I have 
been crucified with Christ; (Now 
that was voluntary, remember.) It 
is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me! And that life which 
I now live in the flesh I live in 
faith, the faith that is in the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself up for me" ( Galatians 2: 
20). Here is a man who once had 
very different goals in life, a man 
who looked for personal advance-
ment in the Jewish realm, but after 
he came to believe that Christ was 
the Son of God, he conform ed 
his thinking to Christ's thinkin g so 
completely th at he could actually 
say, "I have been crucifi ed with 
Christ." 
Turning to another of these 
brief letters th at the apostle Paul 
wrote, we find him describing 
his imprisonment in Rome. There 
were chains, and soldiers sitting 
with him around the clock. He 
writes, "I would have you 
know, brethren, that the thing~ 
that have happened unto me have 
fallen out rather unto the progress 
of the gospel (It looks like I am 
in a terrible fix, but I want you 
to know that these things have 
actually worked out for good.) so 
that my bonds became manifest in 
Christ throughout the who le prae-
torian guard, and to all the rest ; 
'ilnd that most of the brethren in 
the Lord, being confident through 
my bonds, are more abundantl y 
bold to speak the word of God 
without fear" Philippians 1: 12-
14). There is no resentment in 
that, no mouthin g about his ill 
luck. 
On that same page he says, "Ac-
cording to my earnest expectation 
and hope, that in nothin g shall I 
be put to shame, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so now also 
Christ shall be magnified in my 
body whether by life or by death. 
For to me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain. But if to live in the 
flesh, - if this shall brin g fruit 
from my work , then what I shall 
choose I know not . But I am in 
a strait betwixt the two, having 
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the desire to depart and be with 
Christ; for it is very far better : 
Yet to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for your sake. And hav-
ing this confidence, I know that 
I shall abide, yea, and abjde with 
you all, for your progress and joy 
in the faith" (Philippians 1:20-25 ). 
He is an old man and the prison 
in Rome is not pleasant. He is say-
ing, "I had rather die and be with 
Christ in heaven, but if he wants 
me here I am happy to stay and 
preach." 
Not only do we find some in 
the Bible ~ho conformed their de-
sires to the duties that God put 
before them, but we have also 
known them in this present age. 
I think I could name a number of 
people who could say truthfull y, 
"I want what God wants. What-
ever God wants, that is what I 
want." If we can only make those 
things that we have to do the 
things that we want to do, how 
happy we will be not only in this 
world, but also in the next. 
HOW CAN WE DO IT? 
There are several ways by 
which to convert duties i~to de-
sires. First, if we will just start 
doing our duties eventually they 
will become desires. That is 
largely true . Start doing some-
thing that you do not at first en-
joy. After a while you find that 
it is not so bad ;fter all, and 
eventually you come to enjoy it. 
I remember that on the first oc-
casion I did not enjoy eating green 
olives, but I like them now. I re-
member the first time I ate an 
avocado. It was the most tasteless 
thing I had ever eaten. Who could 
possibly enjoy avocados? But I 
like them now, several hundred 
avocados later. Can you remem-
ber some of the vegetables that 
were so repulsive to you in child-
hood? Now wht:r1 you go into a 
restaurant you order them by 
choice. Perhaps it is some piece 
of music that you did not like 
until you heard it a number of 
times. Then it became a favorite. 
A great many things that we do 
not like at first, eventually become 
favorites. So, begin doing your 
dut ies and after a while they will 
become desires. 
READING THE BIBLE 
In transform ing our wills into 
God 's will there must be many 
hours spent with the Bible. We 
must know what God's will is. As 
we learn it, it will become more 
and more appealing. Why should 
it not ? God made the world and 
He knows the grain of the wood 
so to speak. He knows everyth ing 
about everything. We know 
hardly anything. We are here for 
the first time; we are inexperi-
enced; we are novices at best. Is 
it not ridiculous for man - tiny 
little insignificant speck that he is 
- to say "My way is better than 
God's way"? God, who loves us 
and who blesses us with all these 
infinite blessings, staked out the 
best road . Why should we wish 
to g-o some other way? As we read 
His word we come to see the wis-
dom of His laws. Things that 
once did not seem to mean very 
much, eventually come to see~ 
very wise. Our own immaturity 
and thoughtlessness are so obvious. 
PRAYER 
In conforming our wills to the 
Lord's will we need to spend more 
time in prayer. In addition to the 
things that prayer accomplishes, 
it has a mellowing effect upon our 
lives. We just cannot be in rebel-
lion against God while we pray. 
Praying does something to a man's 
heart. It brings him into a pliable 
condition in which he is more 
likely to want that which God 
wants for him. 
The singing of great Christian 
hymns is another means of tun-
ing our desires into the Lord 's de-
sires. Singing, for example, the 
song, "I Surrender All," will do 
something to a man. 
"All to Jesus I surrender 
All to him I freely give. 
I will ever love and trust him 
In his presence daily live. 
"I surrende r all, I surrender all 
All to Jesus, my blessed Savior; 
I surrender ail." 
We often sing above our pres-
ent accomplishments, but singing 
actually helps to make these great 
sentiments part of us. Notice an-
other of the great hymns: 
"O, to be like Thee, Blessed 
Redeemer 
This is my constant longing 
and prayer. 
Gladly I'll forfeit all of earth's 
treasures, 
Jesus, Th y perfec t likeness to 
wear." 
Singing it again and again lets the 
words take hold of our hearts and 
helps to make it true. 
Associating with Christian peo-
ple- is another means of bringing 
our desires into God 's channels. 
There are so many ways to make 
our duties into desires, but mainly 
we just need to realize that this 
is what we ought to do. God 
knows, God cares, God loves, and 
if only we are wise we will make 
our wants and our desires con-
form to the things that God de-
mands of us. 
CONCLUSION 
When men everywhere bring 
their desires into conformity with · 
God 's will they will be infinite ly 
happier. How do you begin? You 
begin by becoming a Christian. 
You begin by saying, "Here I am 
in a strange and difficult world , 
and I'm ready to follow Jesus, mv 
Lord." Turn away from the 
world , then give yourself to 
Christ by confessing H im before 
men and by being baptized for the 
forgiveness of your sins. Then fol-
low in His steps. It will be the 
happiest life you have ever known 
and someday those steps will lead 
right off this earth into that happy 
world beyond. 
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